
                   





 

 

More than 50,000 pounds of organic vegetables donated to our neighbors in need 

By Theda Lyden, Co-Founder & Farm Manager  
To celebrate our 50,000 pound accomplishment, I would like to take you back to our humble but committed 

beginnings. In the Spring of 2017 we started planting seeds and 
seedlings with the help of one volunteer. Her name is Robin and she still 
volunteers every Saturday along with so many others. Having a team of 
one grow to over 100 is what has enabled us to reach this milestone for 
our organization. Our volunteers share our vision of growing food for 
neighbors in need and show up to make that happen.  

The farm also began to take on a new role this year as we all are 
experiencing the stresses of COVID in our lives.  It became a safe place to 

be social, meet new people and be active outdoors. Everyone has had the same mission — wanting to 
participate in something that they hoped would help make a difference. This 50,000 pound achievement was 
reached due to that commitment.  

As we are finishing up this growing season and saying goodbye to our volunteers, I am proud of what has been accomplished and eager to see 
what more we achieve in 2021.

Basil 
Beets 
Bell peppers 
Broccoli 
Butternut squash 
Cabbage 
Carrots 
Celery 
Chives 
Collards 
Cucumbers 
Dill 

Garlic 
Garlic scapes 
Green beans 
Kousa squash 
Leeks  
Lettuce 
Kale 
Koginut squash 
Onions 
Parsley 
Peas 
Pumpkins 

Purple turnips 
Radishes 
Rutabagas 
Salad turnips 
Scallions 
Spaghetti squash 
Spinach 
Sweet potatoes 
Swiss chard 
Tomatoes 
Zucchini 
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What we grew in 2020

Total since 2017

50,206 
pounds!

Total in 2020

14,858 
pounds 

• Auburn Congregational Church 
• Bath Crooker Charity 
• Bath Food Pantry 
• Bath Head Start 
• Bath Housing 
• Bath Maritime Apartments 
• Bath Methodist Church 
• Bath UCC Neighborhood Cafe 
• Big Brothers/Big Sisters 
• Brunswick Head Start 
• Brunswick Sharing Table 
• Freeport Community Services 
• Greene Baptist Church 
• Harpswell Coastal Academy 

• Hope Haven Gospel Mission 
• Lisbon Senior Village 
• Mama Mo’s: Cooking for 

Community 
• Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 

Program 
• Pejepscot Head Start 
• People Plus/Meals on Wheels 
• Presente 
• Richmond Food Pantry 
• Salvation Army 
• St. Mary’s Nutrition Center 
• Weston Associates 
• Woodside Apartments 
• Yarmouth Bartlett Circle 
• Yarmouth Food Pantry 

Food Access Partners 

A very special thank you to our primary partners — the Merrymeeting Gleaners, the Androscoggin Gleaners, and the Cumberland County 
Gleaners — for facilitating relationships with our food access partners, harvesting, and distributing donations. 



Kelly Wallace has 
always been interested 
in food. After moving 
to Maine fi ve years 
ago, working as an 
architect for a 

restaurant group, she began volunteering her 
free time at the Mid Coast Hunger Prevention 
Program, seeing this as an important step to 
engage with her new community. Receiving 
products to process at the food bank, Kelly 
was struck by the quality of organic 
vegetables coming from Growing to Give. 
 
Comparing the produce donated from the big 
box stores (that was about to be thrown out) 
to the fresh produce from up the road, Kelly 
was intrigued to learn more about the farm. 
“The fact that they were growing it for the 
food bank and for the local community was 
incredible to me,” said Kelly. 

Kelly loves to spend time outside and learn 
by doing. Especially during quarantine, 
volunteering at Growing to Give has given her 
the opportunity to do both. “It was nice to feel 
like you were accomplishing something and 
that we were giving back to people who were 
in even worse circumstances,” said Kelly. 

By Cathy McDonald 
Board Member & Volunteer Coordinator 
Our field volunteers really stepped up to support Growing 
to Give this year as we implemented COVID-19 restrictions, 
suspending school and other groups coming to the farm.   
We couldn't have survived without them! Many new 
volunteers, furloughed from their jobs and aware of the 
increased demand on local food pantries, came looking for 
purposeful work helping to feed our neighbors in need. 

We appreciate every volunteer who gave of their time to 
help Growing to Give advance our mission. Over 100 individuals volunteered in the 

field this season clocking in over 1600 
volunteer hours.  Forty volunteers worked 
more than 10 hours. Of those, 27 worked 
more than 20 hours. We are especially 
grateful to those "regulars" who keep 
coming back and who introduce their 
family and friends to Growing to Give. 
New volunteers also came from the 
Merrymeeting Gleaners, Androscoggin 
Gleaners, and Cumberland County 
Gleaners, Garbage to Garden, UMaine 

Extension Master Gardener Volunteer Program, Allagash Brewing, Keller Williams 
Realty, Whole Foods, Volunteer Match, and local high school community service offices.  

A BIG SHOUT OUT to everyone who volunteered in 2020 - THANK YOU!!! We are 
counting on seeing you back on the farm in 2021.

Community Testimonial

100+ 
volunteers 

1600+ 
volunteer 

hours!

Volunteers in the Field

A native of Brunswick, Hannah left the state of Maine to 
pursue a bachelor’s degree in education and Spanish at 
Skidmore College, followed by a master’s in social work at 
Fordham University. In 2013, Hannah returned to 
Brunswick and began working at Mid Coast Hunger 
Prevention Program, a nonprofit hunger relief 
organization, where she now serves as the Deputy Director. 

Hannah also serves on the steering committee of the Merrymeeting Food Council, 
and volunteers as an admissions interviewer for Skidmore College. Hannah lives 
with her husband Patrick, two children Madeline and Noah, and a miniature 
schnauzer named Roger. Passionate about reducing food insecurity and 
empowering all members of our community to access the local food system, 
Hannah is thrilled to be able to support the efforts of Growing to Give.    

Thank you to Morning Glory Natural Foods ,  
Royal River Natural Foods, Bow Street 
Market, and Whole Foods for donating organic 
boxes to Growing to Give. We are required to use 
organic packaging to maintain our MOFGA-
certifi ed status. We couldn’t do it without these 
community-minded businesses. 

Welcome Board Member Hannah Chatalbash  

Organic Produce Box Donations



Thank you to our Business Sponsors 
We want to extend our gratitude to our incredible business 
sponsors who have not only supported Growing to Give 
financially but also by sharing our story with their communities 
and in many other ways. Please support these businesses if you 
have the opportunity!

Tami Goodrich came to Maine in 2010 from the hills of 
southern Indiana. Growing up, her grandparents instilled 
gardening and food preservation alongside caring for 
neighbors by sharing in the wealth of healthy produce. 
Every year she looks forward to planting gardens, eating 
fresh produce, and sinking her hands into the earth to 
center her soul. Tami’s background is diverse as she has 
spent time as a graphic designer, instructional designer, 
college lecturer, and for the past 10 years a real estate 
agent, investor, and consultant.  Tami lived much of her 
childhood not knowing where food would come from 
outside of the garden and help from the community. 
Growing to Give provides an outlet for Tami to give love 
back to the community by helping provide healthy food to 
those in need. As a sponsor and new Board Member, Tami is 
excited at the opportunity to share her knowledge and skills 
to help Growing to Give continue its growth trajectory.  

Welcome Board 
Member  

Tami Goodrich 

Report on 2020 Fundraisers
After having to cancel our three fundraising events at the farm this 
summer in response to the pandemic, we had to pivot in a big way 
and, you, our amazing community, supported these fundraisers in an 
equally big way, exceeding our expectations once again. 

In the beginning of the summer, our first annual seedling sale made 
almost $4,500. We’ll see you again in May! 

With the support of our amazing business sponsors, more than 20 
local artists who provided over 40 pieces for the “Paint the Farm Art 
Auction,” and our community, Growing to Give made more than 
$10,000!  

The Pick a Bouquet and Garlic fundraisers also did very well, netting 
$1,600.  

Thank you for your support!



Working for Healthy Androscoggin, a public health organization in Lewiston, Becca Schoen chose to work 
with the Androscoggin Gleaners as a community engagement project in 2018, the same year the 
organization began working with Growing to Give. 
 
“Because my understanding of gleaning started with Growing to Give, they have really shaped the way I 
view the gleaning community,” said Becca. She loves the way Growing to Give provides volunteers with the 

chance to be involved in every part of the farm’s operation. 
 
“I think it’s great to be able to offer volunteers with opportunities to plant, move hoop houses, or help out with a variety of other 
projects that Growing to Give makes available,” said Becca. “The volunteers really feel like they are a part of making the farm function 
and it provides a more holistic look at the process for the folks that want to offer their time.” 
 
Comparing the process of gleaning from a farm set up as a business versus a non-profit, Becca explained how there are positives to 
both. On one hand, harvesting on a for-profit farm feels so rewarding, but, Becca said, “there’s a loyalty and responsibility to the 
farmer that you feel that is a little different at Growing to Give because you know that their focus is providing fresh food to donate. It’s 
neat to be able to be involved in a slightly deeper, more integral way.” 

By Patty Carton, Co-Founder and Co-Director 
We are so grateful to all of our community foundation partners 
who have been incredibly generous and supportive of our work 
here at Growing to Give, enabling us to help thousands of families 
in need in our area. We wish to extend a huge thank you to:  

• Windover Foundation - (Funder Highlight) 
• Ronald McDonald Charities Fund - children's programs 

equipment /hoop house (programs to be completed when 
covid issues have passed) 

• Allagash Brewing Company - deer fencing/organic compost 
• The Mark Baumer Sustainability Fund - organic compost  
• Bangor Savings - field staff funds 
• The George A. Ramlose Fund - 2 hoop houses 
• United Way of Midcoast Maine - materials/equipment  
• The Onion Foundation - materials/equipment/biochar 
• New England Grassroots Environmental Fund - field staff /

hedgerow 
• The Davenport Trust- vegetable wash/packing station  
• Maine Women’s Giving Tree - school programs 
• The Alfred M. Senter Fund- school programs 
• Master Gardeners Program - hedgerow  

All the above funders have helped us in so many ways and we 
couldn’t do this without them but we wanted to make special 

mention of one foundation for their especially generous support 
this year.  

Funder Highlight - Windover Foundation 
Through the generous support of the Windover Foundation, we 
have been able to make many capital improvements here at the 
farm. Growing to Give is now the proud owner of a CoolBot 
seedling and harvesting 
trailer. This is an insulated 
portable trailer that we 
will grow seedlings in at 
the beginning of our 
season (we have 
outgrown Theda’s extra 
bedroom in her house 
that served this function 
for four seasons).  It will also do double duty as a cool storage area 
for produce until it is delivered to recipients. In addition, the 
Windover Foundation helped us purchase a three-wheeled electric 
trike that helps us more efficiently move tools and materials 
around the farm. We were also able to purchase much of the 
irrigation equipment, seeds, amendments, tools, and materials 
needed for our 30% expansion. We are incredibly grateful!

Gratitude to Our Funders

Community Testimonial 


